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1. Sharon: "You live in Mumbai? How long _____________ there?" Shilpa: "Oh, it must 
be 5 years now." 
 
a) do you live 
b) are you living 
c) have you lived 
d) did you live 
 
 
2. John: "I speak Spanish because I lived in Spain" Pedro: "Really? How long 
___________ there?" (John now lives in the UK) 
 
a) do you live 
b) are you living 
c) have you lived 
d) did you live 
 
 
3. John: "I guess I was there ____________ about 2 years - I was teaching English, and 
I had a great time!" 
 
a) since 
b) for 
c) during 
d) all of the above answers 
 
 
4. "Tomoko has been living in London for a long time now, I think ________ about 2001 
- her English is amazing now!" 
 
a) since 
b) for 
c) during 
d) all of the above answers 
 
 
5. "I was living in Athens in 2004, it was great 'cos I was there __________ the 
Olympics – I think they were the best games ever!" 
 
a) since 
b) durring 
c) during 
d) all of the above answers 
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6. "I didn't know you were friends with Wang. How long ____________ him?" 
 
a) do you know 
b) are you knowing 
c) have you known 
d) have you been knowing 
 
Try the quiz online: 
http://www.bbc.co.uk/apps/ifl/worldservice/quiznet/quizengine?ContentType=text/html;
quiz=1755_spelling 
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Quiz topic: How long…? 
 
1. Sharon: "You live in Mumbai? How long _____________ there?" Shilpa: "Oh, it must 
be 5 years now." 
 
a) do you live 
b) are you living 
c) have you lived 
d) did you live 
 
a) You can use the present simple tense to talk about things that happen regularly, e.g. 
'I usually get up at 7 o'clock' 
b) You can use the present continuous tense to talk about things happing now, e.g. A: 
'What are you doing?' B: 'I'm just watching TV – nothing very exciting!' 
c) You can use the present perfect tense to talk about something which started 
in the past but is still the case in the present, e.g. 'I've lived in Paris for 5 years' 
(I live in Paris now). 
d) You can use the past tense to talk about things which started and finished in the past, 
e.g. 'When I was a boy my family lived in Beijing' (Now they live somewhere else) 
 
2. John: "I speak Spanish because I lived in Spain" Pedro: "Really? How long 
___________ there?" (John now lives in the UK) 
 
a) do you live 
b) are you living 
c) have you lived 
d) did you live 
 
a) You can use the present simple tense to talk about things that happen regularly, e.g. 
'I usually get up at 7 o'clock' 
b) You can use the present continuous tense to talk about things happing now, e.g. (on 
the phone) A: 'What are you doing?' B: 'I'm making dinner – can I call you back?' 
c) You can use the present perfect tense to talk about something which started in the 
past but is still the case in the present, e.g. 'I've lived in Paris for 5 years' (I live in Paris 
now). 
d) You can use the past tense to talk about things which started and finished in 
the past, e.g. 'When I was a boy my family lived in Beijing' (Now they live 
somewhere else) 
 
3. John: "I guess I was there ____________ about 2 years – I was teaching English, and 
I had a great time!" 
 
a) since 
b) for 
c) during 
d) all of the above answers 
 
a) Use since with the present perfect and a point in time, e.g. 'I've worked in the same 
job since 1999' or 'I've been waiting since 6 o'clock'. 
b) Use for with a period of time, e.g. 'I've lived in Bangkok for 15 years' or 'I 
waited for 30 minutes!'  
c) Use during with a noun, e.g. I fell asleep during the class! 
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d) These words are used differently - try again. 
 
4. "Tomoko has been living in London for a long time now, I think ________ about 2001 
– her English is amazing now!" 
 
a) since 
b) for 
c) during 
d) all of the above answers 
 
a) Use since with the present perfect and a point in time, e.g. 'I've worked in 
the same job since 1999' or 'I've been waiting since 6 o'clock'. 
b) Use for with a period of time, e.g. 'I've lived in Bangkok for 15 years' or 'I waited for 
30 minutes!'  
c) Use during with a noun, e.g. I fell asleep during the class! 
d) These words are used differently – try again. 
 
5. "I was living in Athens in 2004, it was great 'cos I was there __________ the 
Olympics – I think they were the best games ever!" 
 
a) since 
b) durring 
c) during 
d) all of the above answers 
 
a) Use since with the present perfect and a point in time, e.g. 'I've worked in the same 
job since 1999' or 'I've been waiting since 6 o'clock'. 
b) Mind your spelling – 'during' has one 'r' only. 
c) Use during with a noun, e.g. I fell asleep during the class! 
d) These words are used differently - try again. 
 
6. "I didn't know you were friends with Wang. How long ____________ him?" 
 
a) do you know 
b) are you knowing 
c) have you known 
d) have you been knowing 
 
a) You can use the present simple tense to talk about things that happen regularly, e.g. 
'I usually get up at 7 o'clock' 
b) You can use the present continuous tense to talk about things happing now, e.g. A: 
'What are you doing?' B: 'I'm just watching TV – nothing very exciting!' 
c) You can use the present perfect tense to talk about something which started 
in the past but is still the case in the present, e.g. 'I've lived in Paris for 5 years' 
(I live in Paris now). 
d) You can say 'How long have you been living…?' or 'How long have you been 
working…?' but some verbs cannot be in the continuous tense – these are called state 
verbs, verbs which feel more permanent e.g. 'I believe in God' or 'I have a sister'  
Find out more: 
http://www.bbc.co.uk/worldservice/learningenglish/radio/specials/1535_questionanswer/page4.shtml 
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